
GLOSSARY OF ELECTION TERMS 
RRCC Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder/County 

Clerk 
Precinct A political boundary established by the RRCC where 

all voters who are registered within, vote on the 
same issues. 

Ballot Group A larger grouping of election and established 
precincts in which all voters are voting on the same 
issues. This grouping can change from election to 
election. In the City's Primary Nominating Election, 
there can be anywhere from 20-30 ballot groups. In 
the City's General Municipal Election, there are 
usually fewer. 

Canvass The act of examining and counting the returns of 
votes cast at a public election to determine 
authenticity and outcome of election. 

Consolidated Election An election in which two or more political entities 
place their issues on one ballot.  The Long Beach 
Unified School District and the Long Beach 
Community College District consolidated their 
elections with the City of Long Beach. 

Concurrent Election An election in which two or more political entities 
share election day resources but have their issues on 
separate ballots. The City of Long Beach and the 
County of Los Angeles last conducted a concurrent 
election on June 2, 1998. This was done because our 
Primary Nominating Election occurs after the 
deadline for consolidation. The County also has the 
right to refuse consolidation if the combined ballots 
would be too lengthy. 

Vote-by-Mail 
(a.k.a. Absentee 
Voting) 

California voters have the option of voting from the 
privacy of their own home rather then at the polls. 
Voters must apply for a vote-by-mail ballot for each 
election, unless he/she is a Permanent Absentee 
Voter (see below).  The absentee period begins 29 
days prior to, and ends 7 days prior to the election. 



 
Declared Absent Voter 
Precinct 

The election official may declare precincts with less 
than 250 registered voters an Absent Voter Precinct. 
Voters in that precinct are automatically sent a vote-
by-mail ballot. The voter has the option of returning 
the ballot by mail or going to a polling place and 
depositing the ballot in the ballot box.  This is a cost 
saving option provided for in California State law. 

Permanent Absentee 
Voter 

Voters may request the RRCC place them on the 
permanent absent voter rolls. These voters 
automatically receive an absentee ballot at the 
beginning of the absent voter period for any election 
in which they are entitled to vote. 

Emergency Absentee A voter with a sudden illness or a voter who 
discovers that he/she will be absent from the polls 6 
days or less prior to and through election day may 
delegate anyone to pick-up their ballot at the 
election official's office. After voting, the ballot may 
be returned to the election official by the voter's 
designee. 

Provisional Ballot Most voting at the polls is routine.  Exceptions occur 
when the roster does not contain the voter's name, 
or when the voter has recently moved into the 
precinct and the Poll Inspector is unable to confirm 
the registration of the voter.  In such cases, the voter 
is offered a Provisional Ballot that they vote and 
then place in a special sealed envelope and deposited 
in the ballot box.  The voter is given a receipt with a 
phone number to call to verify whether or not his/her 
ballot was counted (and why if not counted).  This 
method was adopted by the State of California to 
assist voters in voting who in the past would have 
been disenfranchised.  After Election Day, the 
election official examines each envelope and 
determines the validity of the provisional ballot.  
Once verified, the election officer counts the ballot 
and the RRCC amends their records to allow the 
voter to vote normally in the next election. 

 


